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Hydraulic Excavator Pre-Start  
Checklist and Work Task Risk Assessment 
 

Excavator Pre-Start Checklist 
Operator Make and Model 

Hr Meter Start Hr Meter Finish 

Location Date 

Pre Start Status Auxiliary ON checks Status 

Drives, tracks and idlers  Check lights  

Axel and differential  Indicators (If Fitted)  

Lights Front and back  Instruments and Gauges  

Flashing lights  Warning lights/ Audible and visual  

Mirrors  Fuel level  

Fluids: Horn  

Engine Oil  Functions: 

Coolant level  Control levers are labelled and clear  

Hydraulic level  Drive – forward/reverse/Rotate  

Window Washer Fluid  Steer – left/right/blade function  

Compliance plate clear and 

attachment suitable? 
 

Bucket/Attachment – All Boom and 

Dipper movements functional 
 

Engine compartment: Accessories  

Hoses and Electrical cables  Seatbelt  

Leaks and debris  Wipers  

Isolation points labelled and 

accessible 
 Windscreen condition and cleanliness  

Fire Extinguishers and Suppression 

system 
 Cabin:  

Battery secure/ Terminals secure   Housekeeping   

Hydraulic System Manufacturers Guidelines  

Rams no leaks/ Damage  Decals/ Stickers/ Warning Placards  

Pins and connectors  Area Inspection of Operations 

Bucket and Ground engagement 

tools 
 Excavations or Holes  

Loader arms and connectors/ pins  Floor conditions  

Pivot/ Articulation point   Overhead structures and Powerlines  

Greased  Weather  

Pins in place  
Soft, wet, fresh excavation sites on 

ground 
 

No Damage   Pedestrians other Machinery, work fronts  

Uni Joints and drive shafts  High walls or stockpiles (Hung Up)  

Articulated lock present and secured   Communication Devices (Channel)  

Comments: 

 

Maintenance Requests Raised: 

Trainer:  Signature: 
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